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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in regards to the response received on 07/23/2009. 
Claims 23, 29, 35 and 36 have been amended. Claims 1-22 have been canceled. 
Claims 23 -42 are pending. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 
CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. submission filed on 07/23/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 07/23/2009 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Point A. With regards to the claim 23, Applicants argue that it is not 
possible for the objects of Hacherl to be the applicants' claimed data objects 
because they do not contain "data and dynamic elements comprising attributes 
and methods." Hacherl's objects contain only one type of information which 
cannot be both dynamic elements and data, and they certainly do not contain 
methods. 
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As to Point A, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Hacherl does in fact 
teach or suggests the applicants' claimed data objects because they do contain 
"data and dynamic elements comprising attributes and methods." Hacherl's 
objects contain both dynamic elements and data, and they certainly do contain 
methods (see column 1, lines 10-15 a system for dynamically allocating exclusive 
authority for performing network-wide tasks and see column 3, lines 40-43 
Generally, program modules include routines, programs, objects, components, 
data structures and the like and see column 6, lines 34-41 An "object" is a 
distinct, named set of attributes that represents something concrete, such as a 
user, a printer, or an application and see claim 10 a method of transferring 
ownership of the master role from a current master server in the plurality of 
servers to a requesting server in the plurality of servers). 

Point B. With regards to the claim 23, Applicants argue that Since Hacherl 
does not disclose data objects including both dynamic elements and data, it 
cannot disclose updating data in an object without changing the dynamic 
elements. 

As to Point B, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Hacherl does in fact 
teach or suggests data objects including both dynamic elements and data, it 
does disclose updating data in an object without changing the dynamic elements 
(see column 7, lines 55-62 After a packet is successfully applied, the destination 
server will update its local copy of the agreement with the source's current 
update number, so that it will not continuously fetch the same changes) 
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Point C. Applicants argue that As will be noted, the claims have been 
amended to specify that each networked terminal maintains and displays an 
environment for a networked game and that each of the entities in the game are 
generated using the attributes and methods of a respective data object and 
displayed in an environment according to the data in the object. This is certainly 
not disclosed in Hacherl, which does not have any relevance to networked 
games. 

As to Point C, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Hacherl does in fact 
teach or suggests any relevance to networked games (see column 4, lines 34-45 
Other input devices (not shown) may include a microphone, joystick, game pad 
(networked game), satellite disk, scanner or the like and see column 5, lines 5-10 
As noted, the computer described above can be deployed as part of a computer 
network. In general, the above description applies to both server computers and 
workstation computers deployed in a network environment). 

4. Claims 29, 35, and 36 contain similar limitations as the limitations of 
claim 23 thus rejected for reasons similar to those in rejecting claim 23. Claims 
24-28, 30-34 and 37-42 depend on claim 23, 29, 35 and 36 respectively thus 
rejected for reasons similar to those in rejecting claim 23. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 23-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hacherl (U.S. Pat. No. 6,324,571). 

6. Regarding claims 23, 29, 35, 36, and 37, Hacherl disclosed an apparatus for 
sharing data over a network having a plurality of network-connected terminals, 
comprising a visual display (see column 4, lines 40-45 A monitor 47 or other type 
of display device is also connected to the system bus 23); a processor (see 
column 3, lines 43-51 multi-processor systems, microprocessor-based or 
programmable consumer electronics); storage (see column 3, lines 51-54 
program modules may be located in both local and remote memory storage 
devices); and memory (see column 3, lines 51-54 program modules may be 
located in both local and remote memory storage devices); wherein said memory 
in each terminal includes: a first data object that contains data and (column 3, 
lines 40-43; column 6, lines 27-41 ) dynamic elements comprising attributes and 
methods (see column 6, lines 36-38 attributes (elements)) said first data object 
being (see claim 1 , first data object) duplicated to each of said other network- 
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connected terminals, and a plurality of second data objects, each of which 
contains and data dynamic elements, comprising attributes and methods and 
(see column 6, lines 36-38 attributes (elements)) each of which second data 
objects (see claim 1 , second data object) is a duplicate of a data object on 
another terminal, such that there exists within the network a plurality of sets of 
duplicated data objects (column 3, lines 16-18; column 7, lines 58-62; column 8, 
lines 42-44); computer program instructions for normal operations comprising: 
maintaining an environment for a networked game and displaying said 
environment on said visual display (see column 4, lines 34-45 Other input 
devices (not shown) may include a microphone, joystick, game pad (networked 
game), satellite disk, scanner or the like and see column 5, lines 5-10 As noted, 
the computer described above can be deployed as part of a computer network. In 
general, the above description applies to both server computers and workstation 
computers deployed in a network environment); 

for at least one of said data objects in said memory, generating an entity using 
said methods and attributes in said data object and displaying it in said 
environment according to said data in said data object (see column 3, lines 51-54 
program modules may be located in both local and remote memory storage 
devices and see column 6, lines 36-38 attributes (elements)): and periodically 
providing over said network an update of the data contained in said first data 
object (column 3, lines 18-19; column 5, lines 25-29; column 7, lines 38-57; 
column 8, lines 45-52), updating the data contained in said second objects in 
response to receiving updates over said network (column 7, lines 58-62), 
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wherein for each of said updates a portion of the data in one of said second 
objects is replaced with data contained in the update without changing the 
dynamic elements in said second object(see column 7, lines 54-62 it will not 
continuously fetch the same changes and see column 7, lines 30-33 The second 
domain controller returns the replication data); and for each set of duplicated 
data objects; establishing one of said data objects as a master data object 
wherein said master object is responsible for maintaining consistency between 
the data in the data objects in said set, and when the terminal that maintains said 
master data object becomes unavailable, determining which of said data objects 
in the set should be master data object and establishing said data object as 
master data object (column 8, lines 21-29; column 9, lines 58-65). 

7. Regarding claims 24, 30, and 38, Hacherl disclosed the method and 
system wherein said instructions to maintain data consistency between 
duplicated objects monitor CPU usage and network bandwidth utilization (column 
1 1 , lines 34-65; column 1 3, lines 20-30). 

8. Regarding claims 25, 31 , and 39, Hacherl disclosed the method and 
system wherein a terminal becomes unavailable when its CPU usage exceeds a 
threshold (column 11, lines 34-65; column 13, lines 20-30). 

9. Regarding claims 26, 32, and 40, Hacherl disclosed the method and 
system wherein a terminal becomes unavailable when its bandwidth utilization 
exceeds a threshold (column 11, lines 34-65; column 13, lines 20-30). 
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10. Regarding claims 27, 33, and 41, Hacherl disclosed the method and 
system wherein a terminal becomes unavailable when it is switched off (column 
1 1 , lines 34-65; column 1 3, lines 20-30). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 28, 34, and 42, Hacherl disclosed the method and 
system wherein a terminal becomes unavailable when its connection to the 
network is lost (column 11, lines 34-65; column 13, lines 20-30). 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to FARRUKH HUSSAIN whose telephone 
number is (571)270-5652. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Thursday, Alt. Friday, 7:30 A.M-5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Farrukh Hussain/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2444 
08/28/2009 



/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



